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274Text Correspondence 

Public Comment Re: Environmental Impact Report for proposed
ballpark at Howard Terminal My name is Rev. Kurt A. Kuhwald. I
live in District where we are blessed to have the council
leadership of 'Carroll Fife. I’m writing regarding my deep concern
about the proposed development at Howard Terminal. I strongly
feel that the Mayor and City Administration did a disservice to
the City by not granting the public the maximum amount of
time possible to study the report. The responsibility of the city is
to conduct a rigorous analysis of the likely impacts of the project
and make sure those impacts are addressed. This DEIR is not
adequate for this massive project on public land. While I have
concerns about …(1) Increased traf�c and the threat to pedestrian
safety this project would cause; (2) The already poor air quality in
West Oakland would be exacerbated by the increased traf�c; (3)
Toxins in the land where the project will be built that will cause
health risks for workers—for which the developers are offering no
clean up plan. … I am most concerned about ● Gentri�cation and
the lack of an affordable housing plan. ○ The DEIR says there will
be 3,000 residential units, but it doesn’t specify how many units
will be affordable, or if any of the 3,000 units will be affordable. ○
The DEIR says that the developer may build affordable housing
at the Howard Terminal site, or it may build affordable housing at
some other unspeci�ed location, or it may not build affordable
housing at all, and instead pay impact fees to the city. THIS IS
UNACCEPTABLE. ○ The DEIR does not analyze the impacts of
displacement nor of the gentri�cation that this project will in�ict
on our City. The city needs to re-do this analysis and then
recirculate the report. Our neighborhoods and our City deserve
better. No project without strong health and safety protections
should be allowed for West Oakland, nor for our City at large.
Respectfully submitted, Rev. Kurt A. Kuhwald Faith Alliance for a
Moral Economy Environmental Justice 4 Black Oakland
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